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Dear Reader,

e are all aware that India is celebrating the glorious

75 wyears of her mdependence. India has made

remarkable progress in all sectors of growth and
progress, particularly for such a voung nation ong of our
mosl significant achievements is thal we have been able Lo
protect and conserve our forest and wildlife despite the
constant pressures and demands of development Few,
haweyer, may he aware that in 2025 India also celebrates 50
yiears of Project tger,

The largest conservalion efTort ol its kKind, Project Tiger was
started in 1973 in the backdrop of the severe deplation of
wildlife populations due to overexpleitation, hunting, and
loss of habitat. To halt this degradation and protect wildlife
andall ecosystems, the ndian government look a strong step
in promulgating the Wildlife Protection Act m 1972, The year
after. it launched the Project Tiger, a unigue initiative to
conserve a species for posterity. Hunting of all species was
bammed, except In exceptonal circumstances of posing a
threat Lo human pepulations. Though the lion was a strong
contender, the tiger was declared India’s national animal as il
is an umbrella flagship species and has a wider range across
india. Nine unique ecosystems located strategically across
the country were chosen as Tiger Reserves, where special
efforts to revive tiger populations were initiated with much
fervour and commitment The idea behind this strategy was
an understanding that the presence of tigers indicated a
healthy furictional ecosystem and §ts protecton would
thereby protect the bio-diversity that these ecosystems
representad,

There has been remarkable progress since 1973, Indiahas 52
figer reserves now covering an area-of 98,000 sg km, about
2% of India's geographic area. The journey has niot been all
smooth. In the early 1990s, poaching peaked as demand for
tiger bones shot up for use in Traditional Chinese Medicine.
And even as India geared up for this challenge. came the
shocking news of tigers being wiped oul from Sarigka Tiger
Reserve, followed by the local éxtinetion in another
important reserve, Panma.

However, with a series of policy decisions like setting up of
MNational Tiger Conservation Autherity and Wildlife Crime
Contrel Bureau, preseribing several Standard operating
procedures and strict guidelines along with rigorous science
and technology-based monitoring protocol, the number of
tigers has recovered from 1400 in the year 20006 to more
than 35.000 today. Central Indian states of Maharashtra and
Madhya TPradesh have spearheaded this recovery hy
contributing to the largest rise in national Hger numhbers.
Tigers wers also reintroduced in Sariska and Parma, and both
niow have breeding tiger populations,

Tadoba-Andhari Tiger reserve formally joined this network
on 23" February 1995, when it was notified as a tiger reserve,
and has been at the forefronl of Lger conservation. Today,
TATE and the grealer Tadoba Landscape tncluding
surrounding sancluaries and lertitorial forests contribute
maore than 70 percent of Maharashira tiger mumbers and
haveemerged asa critical source population of tigers for the
central (ndian landscape awing to its good connectivity with
the prolected areas in the stales of Chhattisgarh, Telangana
and Madhya Pradesh.

As wemark our 28" Foundation Day this month, itis essential
to recognize the efforts of foot soldiers and local
commumities, who have made sacrifices for the success of
conservation efTorts, physically as well as metaphorically,
Cormmmumities Tiving inside the reserve's core area have
voluntarily relocated outside the reserve, and this has
provided Wviclate areas for tigers. As they move out of
remote Milages, the communities also get access to belter
Facilities. As we mark our 28" foundation day, the Tast village
locatedin he core area is volumtarily relocating ocutside the
reserve leaving behind their home, and leaving the land
undisturbed for tigers to thrive.

Equally creditable are the sacrifices being made by the village
communities who coexisl wilth tigers with remarkable
tolerance in spite of losses they suffer-of their crops,
livestock, and tragically even human life. Considermg the
centrality of maintaining population meta-papulation
dynamics for long-term conservation. it is these
commumities who own' this success in the rismg number of
tigers.

Tiger has also emerged as an undisputed king of wildlife
tourism which supports thousands of commumity members
and other husinesses. The eco-tourism maodel being
implemented around liger Teserves, especially al TATR, has
helped uild strong community stakes in the conservabion of
tigers and other wildlife. At Tadoba, we are aware that to
sustain this success, we need o redouble our efforts in terms
of intensive om-field protection efforts and cutting-edge
Tesearch, We are well on the way to using the most advanced
technelogies for protection and monitoring, and stepping up
efforts to reduce losses due to man-animal conflict, Cur
viston is to ensure that tiger conservation must contribute to
the welfare and uplifiment of the communities that depend
on these forests for their livelihood

Dr. Jitendra Ramgaokar

Field Tyirector, TATR
and Executive Director. TATR Conservation Toundation
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WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT
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- Sanjay Karkare

Assistant Director, BNHS

ildlife management involves many aspects. This includes providing water for wildlife, ensuring that they have
enough food, protecting the forest from fire, etc. In this regard, each protected area and tiger reserve works in
ils ownway.

Development of grass pastures, proper management of edible and non-edible plants and most importantly attracting
herbivores to village areas rehabilitated from protected areas need alot of effort from the management and the ground
staff. | have seen how this workhas failed in many places.

The work done in Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve since lasl year regarding the developmenl of grass pastures is unigue
and exemplary. The contribution of the Grass Man of India Dr. Gajanan Muratkar is very important in this regard. The
managemenl of grasslends in Tadoba involves everyone, right from the Field Direclor to the Forest Rangers.

Recently, | saw a Forest Ranger collecting grass seeds in the forests of the Kelsa range. While talking to him, | got very
useful information about different kinds of edible grass, the importance of grass, which aninials eat this grass. and when
they eat it. Recently, this picture was seenin many ranges.

In the last Few years, Navegaon, Jamani, Palasgaon, and Kolsa villages in the core area of Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve
have beenrehabilitated. A very good managemenl of grasslands can be seen in all these vacated areas. As a resull, there {s
anoticeableincrease in the number of spotted deer in the Jamani, Palasgaon, and Kolsa areas.

Cirass pastures have been managed well in the core area of more than eight Twndred and fifty hectares last year. This
mcludes many activities like clearing out non-edible species and creating pastures of native forage grass species,
harvestmg and transporting native forage grass seeds as they mature. Locals have been involved in all these activities, As
aresult, they have also golalarge number of employment opporiunibies,

Eliminating non-palatable plants in the forest is a huge challenge. In this regard, the Tadoba administration has done a
great job, It hasuprooted non-palatable plants inan area of nearly three thousand hectares.

Today, this tiger reserve has accumulated a large mumiber of local grass seeds. Assistant Forester Mendulkar from Kolara
has made a remarkable contribution to this. He has accumulated 15 quintals of grass seeds of 15 species,

One can withess the eradication of non-palatable plants and grasses in many places like Teliya, Pandharapauni,
Jamunbudi, etc. The grass swaying in the wind at Kolsa, Jamani, and Navegaon and the increasing number of herbivores
there are extremely pleasing to watch, In many places, the work done concerning grasslands and the registers prepared
for each grassland show thatitis ameticulously planmed and efficiently implemented initiative.

Credit for all this werk goes to Field Director Dr. [itendra Ramgacnkar and his entire team, Deputy Director Nandkishore
Kale, Assistant Conservator Mahesh Khore, Bapu Yele, Forest Range Officers, and Forest Guards. Of course, the financial
support provided by the ICICLFoundation’s eq ually important.
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TADOBA BEYOND TIGERS

fyou were born before 1950, thereis a strong possibility

that the toothbrush that yvou used had bristles made up

of wild hoar halr from its neck region, However, it was
soon realtized that it was not the best from the oral health
point of view, as these hair dried slowly and hosted a
numberof bacteria.

Wild boars alzo referred to as swine or wild pigs, fimd a place
in many old stories. Being small, strong, and brave made
them challenging game amimals since old timas. Males have
large tusks that protrude from their inouths, thus they are
feared by many predators including leopards! Manwy nnmans
too have been Miflicted with serious injuries by charging
wild boars.

Across Asia Lo Europe, wild boar meal is consumed as a
delicacy. It is more so since these animals have always heen
imporlant agricultural pests and nighttime farm Taiders.
Today, it you are a farmer, it is very much possible that this
"Warah' avalar of Lord Vishnu musl be your worsl
nightmare. Compounding the farmer's woes is the fact that
these animals breed profusely, While there is no doubl (hatl
they are amenace to agriculture, these amimals are actually
areal survivors, ealing almosl anything that can il their
snouts. These animals have yery poor eyesight but an
excellent sense of smell. They can detect their favourite
tubers from 25 om below the ground, Alsa, heing excellent
diggers, they can dig roots and tubers out of the ground. At
the same, they also relish worms, insects, and even snakes,
Believe it or not, they are often seen scavenging on a kill
donebya tiger!

ne very important tree in Tadoba is a very commaon

tree locally known as Moi or Movai. Lanneg

coromandelica 1s also known as the Indian Ash
Tree,

My special memory is associated with this tree hecause
Crajraj, our elephant al Tadoba used Lo love to eal the
branches of Movai. During his ‘musth’ thime we used to feed
him with Movaiand he enjoved eating the tender bark of the
branches. [t seemed to have a pacifymg effect on him.

This tree enjoys immense respect from the local Gond
commumity. During weddings in Gonds, the mainpole of the
Lent i always made from the Movat tree. Inlerestinghy, the
Movai tree cuttings rool very easily- even those of thick
branches. Often the poles embedded during the weddings
grow up to become lofty trees. This has prompted me to tell
my newly married Gond couple [riends to look aller the Lree
cutting well to ensure that their marriage also blooms
equally welll

Tadoba has many of these trees. [t iz also called the Curjon
lree n Morth India amd s used 0 the manufacluring of
plywood, owing to its termmite-resistant properties. The tree
also has other commercial and medicinal values because of
its amti-inflammatory, antimicrobial, hypotensive, and
wound-healing properties. The planl gum that 1s yielded
from cracks, isuseful intreating sprains and asthma.

Ifyou still don't know which tree Lam referring to, meet one

of our safari guides and ask for an mtroduction to this
unique free.

- Anirudh Chaoji
Semior Maturalist
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SAFARI

Those 30 Seconds!

adoba is my homel 1t §s the place where | lose my

mind and find niy soul. [tis the magic of Tadoba that

pulls me here every month. You may not believe it,

but since February 2022, | have enjoyed 66 safaris in

Tadoba and | have enjoyed each one of them! The only

regret Lhad was that Lhad never got an opportunity to click
lackie- the black leopard in Tadoba,

It was my second evening safari of january 2025, ['wasin a
Canter guided by Amol Meshram and Kajal Mikode, ALfirst,
we visited Telia lake and looked for T-24 Sonamm and her new
mate Chhota Dadhiyal. Then we checked Ainbodi and then
moved Lo Pandharpaunt. We wailed for T-12 Maya and her
culy, bul could not see them, Then we moved Lo Tadobalake,
Time was ticking fast. Tourists in one of the vehicles were

A Frozen Heart

hicky to spot Maya. Another gypsy had sighted the male T-
103 Rudra in Navegaon. And | had this dry safari. Yel | was
nol disappointed, because | knew patience 1s the key Lo
enjoying the wildlife.

Though Lhad alot of patience, what Llacked was bme. [t was
almost 5.00 pm and we had to start our reburn journey in
the next 10 minmutes. We waited and those 10 minutes were
over] We had to leave. Our guide Amol said, "Let’s take the
Crocodile Breeding Centre road (Magartaka) instead of the
Panchdhara road” As soon as we crossed Magartaka, we
saw a black spot on the teoad. Ancther guide Kajal
exclaimed, “It's Blackiel™ it was indeed the most elusive
black leopard, There was a pin-drop silence in the canter. |
found mysell sweating with excitement. Blackie walked
across the road and disappeared into the bushes. By then |
could get a few good images, Those were the last 50
seconds of my safari and they gave me one of the most
exciting experiences of unpredictable wildlife

- Wrushabh Jiwkar

Tourist. Wardha

L was the mosl memorable nighl of myy life. 1L was the winler season in 2021, As
usual, | entered from funona gate for thenight safari. ['had a group of senior citizens
as my guests. As we reached Adegaon village, we spotted a leopard pair sitting on

Lthe road, enjoyed Lhe sighting It
went towards the Z. .

almost fve minules. Then the male slood up and
school premises, The female also got up and entered the

compound of a house. As soon as bolh of them disappeared, | heard spotted deer’s
atarm calls coming rom the backside of our vehicle. Hence [ asked the driver Lo reverse
the gypsy. We had hardly travelled 100 metres and we saw another leopard crossing the
road. Three leopards within a few minutes! My guests were extremely happy.

Az the third leopard went out of our sighl, | decided to go back to the spot where we had
spotted the leopard pair and try our Tuck again. And guess what? As soon aswe reached
the spol, the female leopard emerged from the dark and crossed the road in front of usl
Anticipating the arrival of the male, | asked the driver to park the gypsy under a tree
from where the female had crossed the road. All our eyes were looking for the slightest
movement in the darkness around us. Suddenly L heard a very soft and low sound of
leaves coming from the tree above, Llooked up and my heart was frozen! The male was
right up there, staring at us! My guests also noticed him and before they could react, he
jumped from the tree... rig =xt to our vehicle and vanished into the junglel My guests
were scared, but al: e a lifetime experience for all of us!

= Akash Khati

Chutde; umona Gate




SUPER CLICK

The first month of the new year was full of happenings at TATR.

Here are the highlights of January 2023. All the images are contributed

by our readers.

Big Fight!

With the sun fading over the ustrious relgn of
mighty T-d4 Bajrang, the dynmamics of Moharli
buffers are changing faster than ever. llaving
visiteéd Tadoba multiple times, for ime, it was a usual
eveniing safariin the Azarzari zone, Parasand T-127
Chhoti Madhu were sean maling: The nexl news
we heard was T-185 Taru coming and resting near a
water hody diagonally opposzite the mating pair
After a wail of a couple of hours, Taru suddenly
emerged on the road and started Lo move towards
bath the tigers sittimg in the bushes, Sensing there
could be a fight between two males, we moved our
vehicle hackward to get the best angle. As they say,
luek lavours those who are prepared! | was
prepared, and this rave ncident look place n fronl
af mel Adream came true!

- What a new yﬂaraiﬂ“wauﬂﬁfmmnahnu.ﬁﬂwa
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Tiny Show Stopper!

Though net an uncommon tiny anhinal in Tadoba, Tree Shrew
is difficult to photograph. Often mistaken for a palm squirrel,
this timy mammalis a treat to watch.

The Feast!

A Crested Hawk Eagle feasting on the cattle kil in Nimdela
buffer. The kill was done by the mighty tiger T- 49 Chhota
Matka and he too was sitting at some distance while the

her two cubs pleased tourists with a phota

opportunity at a water body in Madnapur
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LET'S RACE! Every night in the forest is magical. It brings out many unseen, unheard interesting aspects of wildlife,
Through Lhis section, we Lry Lo give our readers a glimpse of the nightlife in Tadoba captured on the camera traps. An
Indian black-naped hare and a bat are seen here in the same frame. A camera trap is also seen in the background.
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ecently i.e. one and half monthz back, while | was
on patrolling duty in Aswalhira area, a sub-adult
igress charged al our Leam. All five members of my
team hold the groumd and eventually, the tigress relreated.

Thisincident took me back to a more horrifying memory of
my encounter with a full-grown tigress:

Ist October 2019. The first day of tourism season in the
core zone of TATR. While the department slafT in the
tovrism area was busy in managing the tourist vehicles, |
was on duty in the non-tourism area of the forest, That
morning, my task was to clear the patrolling route. | was
riding a bike along with a forest labourer as my assistant
As we reached the Ambegad Kubi road, we saw a few
branches laying in the middle of the road. Hence | slopped
the bike, hoth of us got down and walked two steps toward
those branches. As soon as we lifted the branches, we
heard aloud growling! A tiger was very close to us! We had
clearly failed to notice his presence and he had
imdoubtedly disliked our presence. With that realization, L
could feel the rapid palpitations in my hearl. Llooked at my
assistant. He was equally scared. The very next moment
we saw a full-grown tigress runring toward usl

How did we miss the tiger? Later when | synchronized the
events. | realized that the ligress was sitting in the grass by
the roadside. She had killed a sambar deer and was
enjoying her feast when we reached there. We did not
notice her presence hecause she had camouflaged in the
grass, Unfortunately, | stopped the bike only 50 metres of
distance from her, and that inade her extremely angry. As

Face to Face
with a Tigress

soon as we got down from the bike, the tigress stood up,
growled, and started running toward us.

Within seconds, the tigress reached us. But at the last
moment, she changed her course and crossed pastus from
only eight to ten feet distance. She turned back and
prepared for the second charge. “Sir, just stay pul”, my
assistant murmured. He was a brave man. “We will be dead
if we Tun”, he added. Before he could complete his
sentence, she charged again. This time she went past a
little closer than earlier. Mow she started circling around
us, continuously growling, expressing her anger, This was
a critical moment. Our axe was lefl on the bike, What we
had in our hands were the branches we had justlifted from
the road. Both of us started banging those branches on the
ground and shouting loudly. That puzzled the tigress a hit.
We took the opportunity and started moving slowly
backward, away from the tigress. (Lalso allowed me Lo pass
omn the distress message to my sentor officials via wireless
communication set in my pockel. The tigress was still
angrybutdid not comie after us.

Within five minules, first one of my colleagues reached the
spot on a bike. Then a department vehicle also came to our
Tescue. Those Tive minutes were the longesl of my Tife.
Meamwhile, the tigress calmed down and went into the
hamboo thickets with her kill.

Later, we checked the camera traps in the area and found
that it was the Queen of Teliya- T-24- Sonaml! | thanked her
Tor controlling her anger andnol dofng any harm Lo us.

- Pawan Deshmukh
Forest Cuard, Beat- Devdoh, Range- Moharli, TATR

Contribute to "Tadoba Diaries'

rough 'Tadoba Dran
(nat more than 25

MB} and
photograph/experience mustbe related to TATR only. The best comtent will be published with due credit

ease share vour interesting photographs (not less than 4
0 words) on tadebadiaries202i@egmail.com. Your




FOOT SOLDIERS

NOTICE BOARD

'THE ACHIEVERS (Dec. 2022)

lease join usin celebrating the achievements of the best-performing forest guards at TATR. These frontline soldiers
of the forest departmenthave done the maximum foot patrolling in their respective divisions.

We are happy to announce the top Lwo achieversin December 2022

Forest Guard - Santosh 13, Kakde
Beat = finganart-[
Rowmd - Rantalodhd
Range - Karwa

Division - TATR Core

Duration - 20 Days
Target - 125 Kim/ Manth
Actual Patrollimg - 228.02 K.

Forest Guard - Geeta Chauhan
Beat = Chelmimbala
Roundd - Chantachawid
Range - Chandrapur Buffer
Bivision - TATR Buffer

Duration - 24 Days
Target - 125 Km/ Month
Aptual Patroliing- 503,90 Km

Cmn the occasion of Republic Day, the staff meinbers of TATR were felicitated for their exemplary services toward the

protection and conservation of forests and wildlile.




TOURISM NOTES

A Tiger

Hoodwinked Me

his js the story of a tigress who tried to hoodwink

me. In 2007, two of us were visiting Tadoba. Lalein

the evening, at a distance, we could see a tigress
and cubs walking on a dirt track. As we moved closer, two
figer cubs entered into a clump of bamboo fifty feet away
on our left. The other two kept moving. The tigress kept on
walking without showing any sign of being bothered by our
presence,

The other bwo cubs also wenl into the bush on the left and
the wother kept on walking. | asked the driver to stop
where the two cubs entered the bush. There was a sign of
none. Aswe moved ahead after stopping for a few minutes.
L turned back to look, The cub was looking through the
bush to confivm i we had lefl. After clicking a few shots,
we moved ahead, The tigress walked around two
kilometres, then furned to the right and vanmished into the
bush. My driver and guide said, “The tigress is gone away
so there would be no mare sightings. Let’s call iLa day & go
Lo the rest house.”

L 'was not convinced, Cubs had entered the forest on our
left. Tigress went ahead & went to the right side. If the
tigress wanted to lumt alone it would have gone alone. It

won't change its plans & leave behind cubs fust because we
reached there. Guide & driver were adamant that the
tigress had gone for good. | said, “Turn back and let's go
where we left the cubs” We turned around and we were
expected to go to the spot which would now appear on.our
righl. Mrudul and Mysell decided to stand in the vehicle
and scan the surrovmdings. After close to a kilometre
suddenly we sighted the tigress & cubs on top of a 12 feet
high mud bund!

The driver and guide were sitting in the vehicle. Hence they
couldn’t sight the tigress and cubs who were al @ much
higher level than us. We staved there for a long time Gl the
Tight became very low. The guide said, "Sir, the tigress
fooled us!™ It was an honest confession by the guide. The
driver nodded his head. The tigress purposefully entered
the forest to our right whereas the cubs had gone left. The
tigress then retraced her steps, called cubs, and went to a
waterhole and sat on top of the 12 feet high bumd so that we
can't see them. And you thivk a man is the most intelligent
species on earth?

We returned to our forest rest house with an honest
appreciation of the tiger's intelligence and with a deep
sense of respect,

Too often people helieve what they see, However, what
appears on the surface may not be the ultimate truth. Dig
deeper. Keep on asking “Why' Apply your mind and soon
your mind will start making connections between the
disparale dala poinls, You are lkely Lo find the hidden
fewels,

- 'Sah}rasachi Patra
Cinematographer & Filmmaker




Explore Tadoba Like Never Before!

+ Camping
Siie
Agarzari

Booking Boshing Ajay Kodape @ 9730853324

Sanjay Jumde Avinash Rathod
98346089541 9158028393

Moharli

For Sanjay Jumde Avinash Rathod
Booking 9834689541 @ 91589 28393

1T 0,

Fromm,
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